
Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios 

The Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) has baseline forecasts of total enplanements and total airport 

operations by airport.  In addition to the baseline forecast, FAA has produced an optimistic and 

pessimistic forecast scenario for these parameters for the 30 large hub airports and 31 medium hub 

airports in the 2019 TAF.  The baseline, optimistic, and pessimistic forecast scenarios are presented 

for 2010 to 2045.  The scenarios do not include the impact of the Coronavirus (COVID-19).  For more 

information see the write-up 2019 TAF: Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios for Large and 

Medium Hub Airports .
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Enplanements 

(Baseline)

Total Enplanements 

(Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

DTW large 2010 15,336,122 15,336,122 15,336,122

DTW large 2011 15,720,133 15,720,133 15,720,133

DTW large 2012 15,676,924 15,676,924 15,676,924

DTW large 2013 15,624,114 15,624,114 15,624,114

DTW large 2014 15,776,910 15,776,910 15,776,910

DTW large 2015 16,009,736 16,009,736 16,009,736

DTW large 2016 16,768,873 16,768,873 16,768,873

DTW large 2017 16,963,574 16,963,574 16,963,574

DTW large 2018 17,370,424 17,370,424 17,370,424

DTW large 2019e 17,897,806 18,419,726 17,530,080

DTW large 2020 18,624,572 19,989,850 17,314,030

DTW large 2021 18,902,772 20,336,362 17,075,978

DTW large 2022 19,166,840 21,056,942 17,072,656

DTW large 2023 19,420,084 21,772,234 17,078,034

DTW large 2024 19,669,352 22,045,536 17,096,478

DTW large 2025 19,929,844 22,590,602 17,156,618

DTW large 2026 20,203,902 23,165,294 17,233,894

DTW large 2027 20,496,440 23,781,756 17,304,068

DTW large 2028 20,809,320 24,405,202 17,377,994

DTW large 2029 21,129,760 25,119,116 17,457,140

DTW large 2030 21,463,418 25,817,698 17,509,062

DTW large 2031 21,809,140 26,437,254 17,511,710

DTW large 2032 22,166,440 27,024,762 17,548,610

DTW large 2033 22,524,128 27,619,742 17,594,272

DTW large 2034 22,880,564 28,207,718 17,613,562

DTW large 2035 23,241,068 28,767,902 17,602,472

DTW large 2036 23,611,930 29,279,392 17,571,318

DTW large 2037 23,974,516 29,803,462 17,526,830

DTW large 2038 24,337,194 30,351,588 17,486,512

DTW large 2039 24,702,252 30,903,880 17,456,754

DTW large 2040 25,075,974 31,469,966 17,432,770

DTW large 2041 25,449,710 31,969,572 17,401,932

DTW large 2042 25,827,588 32,438,920 17,366,654

DTW large 2043 26,211,272 32,919,426 17,333,068

DTW large 2044 26,602,316 33,379,406 17,295,972

DTW large 2045 27,005,396 33,821,200 17,256,048
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Airport 

Operations (Baseline)

Total Airport 

Operations (Optimistic 

Scenario)

Total Airport 

Operations 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

DTW large 2010 445,500 445,500 445,500

DTW large 2011 447,045 447,045 447,045

DTW large 2012 432,683 432,683 432,683

DTW large 2013 425,623 425,623 425,623

DTW large 2014 399,896 399,896 399,896

DTW large 2015 380,160 380,160 380,160

DTW large 2016 392,383 392,383 392,383

DTW large 2017 393,713 393,713 393,713

DTW large 2018 394,807 394,807 394,807

DTW large 2019 394,907 394,907 394,907

DTW large 2020 404,143 415,413 395,889

DTW large 2021 403,558 431,983 375,834

DTW large 2022 397,120 425,497 359,900

DTW large 2023 387,189 423,168 346,279

DTW large 2024 388,833 433,287 343,514

DTW large 2025 394,062 438,547 344,283

DTW large 2026 399,562 449,350 345,879

DTW large 2027 405,405 460,803 347,917

DTW large 2028 411,650 473,168 349,821

DTW large 2029 418,052 485,409 351,574

DTW large 2030 424,707 499,634 353,508

DTW large 2031 431,583 513,666 354,728

DTW large 2032 438,663 525,953 355,058

DTW large 2033 445,742 537,323 355,880

DTW large 2034 452,806 548,818 356,854

DTW large 2035 459,939 560,285 357,371

DTW large 2036 467,241 571,346 357,299

DTW large 2037 474,392 580,981 356,622

DTW large 2038 481,540 591,063 355,794

DTW large 2039 488,732 601,678 355,074

DTW large 2040 496,087 612,516 354,635

DTW large 2041 503,441 623,414 354,160

DTW large 2042 510,871 633,073 353,620

DTW large 2043 518,407 642,138 353,010

DTW large 2044 526,082 651,450 352,433

DTW large 2045 533,986 660,455 351,840
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